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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE, 



Iv the edition of the Apocryphal Gospels translated by 
Rev. B. H. Cowper the Gospel of St. Peter is mentioned with 
others of which we know little beyond their titles. This 
apocryphal gospel seems to have been in use among the early 
churches and is mentioned by Justin, and it is strange that 
no fragment should have been preserved considering the 
interest that was attached to it. We may, however, presume 
that its heretical tendency, as it was used by the Docetse, 
led to its destruction at the disappearance of this particular 
heresy. It is supposed to have been written about the year 
170, and in the winter of the year 1886 — 7 has been found a 
fragment in the tomb of an obscure monk who lived according 
to the surmises of the discoverer at some time between the 
8th and the 12th century. 

During the excavation made by the French archaeological 
mission in Egypt under the direction of Mons. Gr£bault a 
parchment codex was found in a tomb at Akhmfm. This 
codex (about 6 inches by 4| broad) consists of 33 leaves 
without any pagination. On page 1. is a Coptic Cross with 
the letters Alpha and Omega, then comes the fragment of 
the Gospel of Peter on pages 2 to 10. Pages 11 and 12 are 
blank, following which is a fragment of the Apocalypse of 
St. Peter 7 pages (this part is reversed so that it reads from 
pages 19 to 13), next to it is another blank page after which 
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(pages 21—66) are two fragments of the Book of Enoch, one 
of 30 pages and the other 16. The Manuscript is sewn to- 
gether in cardboard covered with leather which has become 
blackened by age. In the binding there are portions of two 
MSS. in beautiful uncial letters, the one a portion of a gospel, 
the other of a life of a saint. Mons. Bouriant was the first 
to edit this Codex which is written by different hands in 
the M&noires de la Mission Arche'ologique frangaise de Caire, 
Tome ix. Fasc. 1. 1892. and added to it a French translation. 
Since then Pastor Lods has brought out an edition with a 
Latin translation in which are a few emendations, and later 
Prof. Harnack has published one in his series of texts of the 
Gospel and Apocalypse in which are several valuable improve- 
ments. There have been published in this country some 
editions of the text and two translations suitable to scholars, 
but we thought there might be room for a translation for the 
general public. 

It is evident from the many quotations that the author of 
this Gospel was acquainted with the Synoptical Gospels and 
possibly with the Gospel of St. John, the difficulty is to 
explain the many discrepances to which attention is called at 
the end. 

March, 1893. 



Since the first Edition appeared two facsimiles have been 
published, one edited by Gebhardt and the other by Bouriant, 
which forms a volume of the Memories de la Mission Arch- 
£ologique francaise de Caire. 

May, 18931 



THE 

[APQORTPHAL GOSPEL OF St. PETER.] 

But none of the Jews washed their hands, neither Herod 
nor any of his judges, although they wished to wash. Pilate 
arose* and then Herod the king ordered them to seize the 
Lord, saying to them, "What I have commanded you to do, 
that do." 

But then came there Joseph, the friend of Pilate and of 
the Lord, and knowing that they would crucify the Lord, 
came to Pilate and begged the body of the Lord for burial. 
And Pilate, having sent to Herod, begged his body, and 
Herod said, "Brother Pilate, although no one should have 
asked for it, we should have buried it, as now the sabbath is 
about to dawn ; for it is written in the law that it is not 
lawful for the sun to set on one that is slain on the day before 
the feast of unleavened bread." 

But they, having seized t the Lord, running to him, struck 
him, and said, "Let us drag about the Son of God, having 
obtained power over him." And they put on him the purple 
robe, and made him to sit on the seat of judgement, saying, 
"Judge justly, King of Israel." And one of them having 
brought a crown of thorns, put it on the head of the Lord, 
and others standing by, spat in his face, and others smote his 
cheek, and others pierced him with a reed, and some scourged 
him, saying, "With such honour we honour the son of God." 
And they brought forward two malefactors and crucified the 
Lord in the middle between them. But he was silent as if 
having no pain. J And when they had set up the cross they 
wrote on it, "This is the- King of Israel." And when they 



»» 



* According to Gebhardt "When they wished to wash, Pilate arose. 1 

t Lods has "found." t "Making no complaint" acoording to Bouriant 
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had laid down his clothes before him, they divided them, and 
cast lots for them. But one of the malefactors reproved 
them Baying, "We suffer for the evil which we have done, 
but he, having become the Saviour of men, what evil has he 
done to youf ' And they being angry with him, commanded 
that his limbs should not be broken, that he might die in 
torture. 

But it was midday ; and darkness covered the whole of 
Judea, and they were disturbed and anxious lest by chance 
the sun should set while yet he lived. For it is written for 
them that it is not lawful for the sun to set on one slain. 
And one of them said, "Give him to drink gall with vinegar." 
And having mixed it, they gave him to drink. And they 
fulfilled all things, and completed their sins on their heads. 
But many went about with torches, thinking that it was 
night, and fell down. And the Lord*, crying out, said, '"My 
power, my power, thou hast left me!" And saying this, he 
was taken up, and at that hour the veil of the temple at 
Jerusalem was rent in two. 

Then they took out the nails from the hands of the Lord, 
and laid him on the earth, and the whole earth shook, and 
then arose a great fear. Then the sun shone out again, and 
it was found to be the ninth hour. But the Jews rejoiced 
and gave the body to Joseph that he might bury it, since he 
had seen all the good things which he had done. But when 
he received the Lord he washed him and wrapped him in 
fine linen, and laid him in his own tomb called the garden 
of Joseph. Then the Jews and the elders and the priests, 
seeing the evil they had done to themselves, began to bewail 
and to say, "Woe for our sins ! The judgement has drawn 
near, and the end of Jerusalem." 

But I was grieving with my companions, and troubled in 
our minds we hid ourselves. For we were sought for by 
them as if malefactors and as wishing to burn the temple. 
But on account of all these things we fasted and sat down 
mourning and weeping night and day until the sabbath. 
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But the scribes and Pharisees and elders met together 
among themselves, and they heard that the whole people 
murmured and struck their breasts, saying, "Since from his 
death these very great signs have happened, see how just he 
was !" The elders were terrified, and came to Pilate beseech- 
ing him and saying, "Give to us soldiers that we may guard 
his sepulchre for three days, lest by chance his disciples 
should come and take him away, and the people would con- 
ceive that he had risen from the dead, and they would do 
evil to us." But Pilate gave up to them Petronius, the 
centurion, with soldiers, that they should guard the tomb, 
and with them went the elders and scribes to the sepulchre ; 
and they, with the centurion and the soldiers, rolled a large 
stone, and together with all who were there, placed it at 
the door of the sepulchre and sealed it with seven seals, 
and having fixed their tent there they watched. But in the 
morning, at the break of day of the sabbath, the crowd came 
from Jerusalem, and the region round about, that they might 
see the sepulchre sealed. 

B\it in that night, when the Lord's day was breaking, the 
soldiers keeping watch two by two, a great voice arose in 
the heaven, and they saw the heavens opened, and two 
men descending thence who shone with great splendour and 
stood over the tomb ; but the stone which had been placed 
at the door, rolling away of itself went away from its place > 
and the tomb was open and both the young men went in. 
When therefore the soldiers saw these things they awoke the 
centurion and the elders, for they were prerent and keeping 
guard. And while telling them what they had seen, they 
again behold three men coming out of the tomb, and the two 
supporting the one, and the cross following them, and the 
heads of the two reached to the heavens, * and that of him 
who was being led went above the heavens, and they heard 
a voice from heaven saying, "Have you preached to those 

* Bouriant has "They pointed with their hands to heaven." 
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who slept V 9 And from the cross there was heard, "Yea." 
They therefore took counsel together among themselves, 
whether they should depart and relate these things to Pilate : 
and while they were considering again the heavens appear to 
open and a certain man descending and going into the sepul- 
chre. Seeing these things, those who were about the centurion 
by night hastened to Pilate, deserting the sepulchre which 
they were guarding, and related all things which they had 
seen, greatly anxious and saying, "Truly he was the Son of 
God. Pilate answering said, "I am pure from the blood of 
the Son of God, but so it pleased yo\i." Afterwards they 
all approaching begged him and prayed. that he would com- 
mand the centurion and the soldiers that they should not tell 
what they had seen. "For we woxild rather," they say, "be 
guilty of the greatest sin before God than fall into the hands 
of the people of the Jews and be stoned." Pilate therefore 
commanded the centurion and the soldiers that they should 
say nothing. 

But at daybreak of the Lord's Day Mary Magdalene, a 
disciple of the Lord, (being afraid of the Jews because they 
were inflamed with anger, she had not done on the sepulchre 
what the women were accustomed to do in honour of the 
dead and of those whom they love) had taken friends 
with her and came to the sepulchre where he was laid, 
and feared lest the Jews should see them, and said, "Although 
we were not able on the day itself of the crucifixion to weep 
and to mourn, we may now indeed do them at his sepulchre. 
But who will roll away for us the stone which was placed at 
the door of the sepulchre, that going in we may sit down 
beside him and do those things which are right 1 For the 
stone is great, and we are afraid lest any one will see us, and 
if we are not able, we can lay down at the door what we have 
brought as a memorial 'to him, and will weep and lament 
until we return to our home." 

And when they would have departed, they found the tomb 
empty, and when they had approached, they, bending down, 
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looked in, and saw there a young man sitting in the midst of 
the tomb, beautiful and clothed with most shining dress, who 
said to them, "Why have you come t Whom do you seek t 
Is it he that was crucified f He has risen and departed. But 
since you do not believe, look in and see that he is not in 
the place where he lay : for he has risen and gone away where 
he was sent." Then the women fled away terrified. 

But it was the last day of the feast of unleavened bread, 
and many went away, returning to their own homes, the 
the feast being ended. But we, the twelve disciples of the 
Lord, wept and mourned, and each, grieved at what had 
happened, departed to his own home. But I, Simon Peter, 
and Andrew my brother, having taken again our nets, went 
out on the sea. And there was with us Levi Alphteus whom 
the Lord ........................... 



Prof. Harnack sums up the difference between this 
apocryphal Gospel and the canonical ones as follows : — 

1 That Herod was among the condemning judges, and that 
lie also disposed of the body of Jesus. 

2 That the Jews, Herod, and the judges, also wished to 
wash their hands, but by the breaking up of the meeting(by 
Pilate) were unable to do so. 

3 That Joseph was the friend of Pilate. 

4 That he had begged from Pilate the body of Jesus before 
the Crucifixion, and that he had been sent by the latter to 
Herod. 

5 The hastening (of the soldiers) to strike him and their 
speech. 

6 The mocking of the soldiers ("Judge justly, King of 
IsraeL") 

7 Their further mocking ("With such honour we honour 
the Son of God.") 

8 The "as having no pain." 

9 The "And they ,laid the clothes before him." 
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10 That one of the malefactors scolded the multitude. 

1 1 That this malefactor did not have his bones broken. . 

12 That Jesus was given to drink a mixture of gall and 
vinegar. 

13 That in the darkness many went about with torches and 
fell down. 

14 That our Lord called out, "My power" &c. 

15 That he died with this cry. 

1 6 The taking out of the nails in his hands on the descent 
from the cross. 

17 That the earth shook when the body was laid on it. 

18 That the Jews rejoiced when the sun appeared again. 

19 That Joseph had seen all the good which our Lord had 
done. 

20 That Joseph washed the body. 

21 The lamentation of the Jews and their leaders over their 
sins, and the expectation of judgement on Jerusalem. 

22 That the disciples kept themselves hidden, full of grief, 
and fasted, and wept until the Sabbath. 

23 That they were accused of being malefactors and such 
as would set fire to the Temple. 

24 That the captain of the watch was named Petronius, 

25 That the captain, the soldiers, and the elders moved 
the stone. 

26 That the elders also watched at the grave. 

27 That seven seals were placed on the grave. 

28 That a tent was placed there. 

29 That on the morning of the Sabbath the people came 
out of Jerusalem to see the sealed grave. 
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Apocryphal Q-OSpels, and other Documents relating to 
the History of Christ. Translated from the Originals 
in Greek, Latin, Syriac, etc., with notes and Pro- 
legomena by B. H. Cowper. Fifth Edition. Crown 
8vo. 6* 

"A convenient and scholarly edition. . . . The introduction 
is extremely able, and marked by a close acquaintance with all 
the works which bear on the subject."— Spectator. 

"Both the translation and the introduction are most praise- 
worthy."— Literary Churchman. 

Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles. Edited and 

Translated from Syriac MSS. in the British Museum 
and other Libraries by W. Wright, ll. d., etc. 
2 vols. 8vo. 25* 

Beiigelii (Br. Joh. Alb.) Gnomon Testamenti. Edit. III. 
per filiuin superstitem E. Bengel quondam curata 
Quinto recusa adjuvants J. Steudel. Royal 8vo. 12* 

Cowper (B. H.) Syriac Miscellanies, or Extracts relating 
to the First and Second General Councils, and 
various Quotations, Theological, Historical, and 
Classical. 8vo. 3* 6d 

Analecta Nicaena. Fragments relating to the Council 

i 

of Nice. The Syriac Text from an ancient MS. in 
the British Museum, with Translation and Notes. 
4to. 5* 

Cure ton (Br. W.) Ancient Syriac Documents relative to 
the Earliest Establishment of Christianity in Edessa 
and the neighbouring Countries, from the Year after 
Our Lord's Ascension to the beginning of the Fourth 
Century. Discovered, edited, translated, and an- 
noted by the late W. Cureton, d. d. With a 
Preface by Professor W. Wright, ll. d., etc. 4 to. 
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Harnack (A.) Sources of the Apostolic Canons, with a 
dissertation on the origin of the readership and the 
other lower orders in the Church, trans, from the 
German ; with introduction by Rev. John Owen. 
8vo. [in the Press]. cloth, 6* 

Row (Rev. C. A. ) The Supernatural in the New Test- 
ament, possible, credible, and historical ; or an 
Examination into the validity of recent objections 
against Christianity as a Divine Revelation. Post 
8vo. 1 2s 

Christian Evidences viewed in relation to Modern 

Thought [The Bampton Lectures for the year 1877]. 
Sixth Edition. 8vo. 7* 6d 

"The most important and valuable contribution to Christian 
Apologetics which has come before us for years. "—Literary Church- 
man. 

"No clergyman ought to be without a copy of this most valuable 
and timely work."— The Bishop of Meath, in his hargeto leryy, 
1878. 

. The Jesus of the Evangelists : His Historical Char- 
acter vindicated : or, an Examination of the Internal 
Evidence for our Lord's Divine Mission. Fifth 
Edition. Crown 8vo. 6* 

— — Revelation and Modern Theology Contrasted ; 
or the simplicity of the Apostolic Gospel demon- 
strated. Second Edition. 8vo. . ■ 12s 6d 

Wright (Professor W.) Arahic Chrestomathy. 8vo. 7s6d 

— — Contributions to the Apocryphal Literature of the 
New Testament, collected from Syriac MSS. in the 
British Museum. With Translation. 8vo* 7 s 6d 
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